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The technical problem
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From the description of the Canadian family member CA2067515
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Claim 1 – the solution
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Vending machine

§ Italian inventor

§ Problem: servicing a vending machine is time consuming; moreover a 
vending machine out of service looks bad.

§ Solution: Mounting components on a movable internal frame

§ What is it? A frame, inside the machine, in which all the components are 
mounted, so that they can be easily extracted and accessed by a 
technician
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What does it look like? 
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Questions

§ What do you think the inventive concept is in this case?

§ What do you think the applicants claimed?

§ How would you have structured a suitable claim?
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What did the applicant claim in the application?
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Is it new?

§ Priority date: 01 June 2007

§ Test for novelty: Did any document/publication exist before 01 June 2007 
that, when taken alone, discloses the invention claimed in the patent 
application?

§ International search report states claims 1 to 9 and 11-15 may not be novel 
and/or inventive. Why?

§ The examiner cited three relevant prior art documents:

– FR2631802 dated 1 December 1989

– GB2155907A dated 2 October 1985

– WO 2008/067843 dated 12 June 2008 – filed on 18 December 2006
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Is it new?

FR2631802
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Is it new?

GB2155907A
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Is it new?

WO 2008/067843
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What did the applicants do next?

§ Options

– Abandon the patent application or

– Request examination

§ Decision

– To continue prosecution by requesting examination report

§ The claims had to be amended to ensure they were novel and inventive
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Comparison between original and granted claim 1

Original claim 1 Granted claim 1

Automatic vending machine (1) comprising: Automatic vending machine (1) comprising:

- a frame (2) defining internally a volume for housing 
the internal components necessary for operation of the 
vending machine

- a frame (2) defining internally a volume for hosing the internal 
components necessary for operation of the vending machine

said frame (2) supporting a first part of said internal 
components;
characterized in that:

said frame (2) supporting a first part of said internal components;
wherein

it comprises an internal frame (4) able to support a 
second part of said internal components movably with 
respect to said frame (2), between a first advanced 
position and a second working position;

said automatic vending machine (1) comprises an internal frame 
(4) able to support a second part of said internal components 
movably with respect to said frame (2), between a first advanced 
position and a second working position;

said internal frame (4) being itself movable with 
respect to said frame (2), between said first advanced 
position and said second working position.

said internal frame (4) being itself movable with respect to said 
frame (2), between said first advanced position and said second 
working position, 

said internal frame (4) comprising a rotating frame (7) which is 
mounted rotatably with respect to said frame

characterized in that
said rotating frame (7) comprises a swivel ring (15) defining the 
axis of rotation of said internal frame (4) with respect to said 
frame (2).
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What did the examination report say and what 
happened next?

§ Examination report: claims 1 to 11 are new and inventive.

§ Consequences: grant and validation in various countries.

§ Litigation 
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Thank you for your attention!
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