
PATENTING IN IBM
—
Peter Geršak
Chief Technology Officer 
IBM South East Europe



Four types of Intellectual Property:

Copyright - Legal protection of the expression of an idea

• Used to protect: books, music, software, images, video, sound, …

Trademark - Protects a product/company name or symbol.

• A device (e.g. word, phrase, logo, picture, slogan, product shape) used by a manufacturer or merchant to identify its goods, 
and to distinguish them from those made or sold by another;   May be registered.

Trade secret - Ideas, processes, formulae, and certain lists protected by strict secrecy.

• Information used in one's business, which provides an advantage over competitors who do not know it.

Patent - Protects the idea.

• A statutory property right conferring to an inventor for a term of years the right to exclude others from making, using, or 
selling a claimed invention.

This presentation will focus on Patents.

What is Intellectual Property (IP)?



IBM Patenting History
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• IBM has in 2018 invested more than 5 
Bn. USD in research and development.

• IBM inventors received a record 9.100 
patents in 2018. 

• More than 1,600 patents were related 
to AI and 1,400 to cybersecurity.

• 26th consecutive year of IBM’s U.S. 
patent leadership.



How IBM Uses Its Patents?

• Income

• Freedom of Action

• IBM’s reputation as Technology 
Leader

• Patent Pledges

• Exclusivity

What Can Be Patented?

Subject matter categories:

• Articles of manufacture

• Processes/methods producing tangible 
results (SW generally falls under this 
category)

• Machines (apparatus)

• Compositions of matter

• An improvement of an invention in one of 
the above categories

Additional requirements:

Useful Novel      Non-obvious



The Parts of a Patent

Abstract – a one paragraph description of the invention

Background – any information necessary to understand the invention, for example, the field of the 
invention and the general environment in which the invention operates

Summary – a brief statement of the invention

Detailed Description – a description of the invention enough detail so that someone with ordinary 
skill in the technical area could make and use it

Claims – the most important part of the patent; they define the boundaries of the property and 
are a measure of a patent’s value

Drawings – show all aspects of the claimed invention

At IBM, only registered patent attorneys and patent agents — collectively referred to as “patent 
professionals” — prepare patent applications for submission to the patent office, with input from 
the inventor(s).



Patenting Process
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Award Dollars Points Misc

First File $1,500/Inventor 3 1st File Certificate 

Subsequent 
File

$750 each for 4 or less inventors

$3000 shared equally among all 

inventors if more than 4

3

Publish 1

Patent Issue

$500 each for 4 or less inventors

$2000 shared equally among all 

inventors if more than 4

none 1st page copy

Plateau 
Award

$1,200 for each plateau

Plateau = 12 points, with minimum 

of 6 points from Filed Patents

none Certificate

Other
$10 – 25 K Corporate, Division 
Awards for patent value

Certificate

Awards to Inventors



High quality reproduction of first page for each inventor 



Inventors can see their patents in US Patent Office



10


